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Baruch holds ﬁrst Oxford Debate Peter Vallone
talks about
NYC gov’t
BY ANA KOVZIRIDZE
Contributing Writer

easily be “included” in the work-

The School Of Public Affairs
hosted a lecture by the Honorable
Peter F. Vallone, former Speaker of
the New York City council and head
of the Vallone CUNY Scholarship
fund, last Tuesday in the Newman
Conference Center of the library
building
The meeting’s speaker also included P. Vallone’s “right hand” man
Gary Altman who is the Legal Advisor for the NYC Council. It was
attended by guests, faculty and students. The meeting’s organizer was
Professor Sarah Ryan.
The main points of Tuesday’s lecture were political term limits, the
budget deﬁcit caused by Commuter
Tax removal and the inﬂuence of the
media in politics.
Peter Vallone acknowledged that
New York is a wonderful city but he
pointed out that the state government
needs improvement. “If New Yorkers would know what’s going on in
Albany people wouldn’t put up with
it,” he said.
He stated that he’s opposed to
term limits for politicians on a state
level because people learn from seniority but if everybody leaves ofﬁce at once, the balance of power
is lost. He compared the situation
to telling Baruch professors after a
limited time that “I’m sure you can
do a good job but we’re throwing all
of you out”. But Peter did point out
that term limits for politicians on a
federal level is necessary.
The next highlight of the lecture
was the lack of ﬁnancial help from
the state government for New York
City. According to Peter Vallone,
New York City didn’t get any money
from Albany for the attacks of 9/11.
The ﬁnancial aid issue was supposed
to be discussed by state government
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Vice President of College Advancement David Gallagher testiﬁes during the debate as Chief Information Oﬃcer Arthur Downing (seated)
looks on. Page 5.
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Best Buddies launches at Baruch
BY AARON SIEGEL

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENT

Nice beaches and bodies
“After the Sunset” a pleasant
surprise, and a scenic ﬁlm.
Page 14

ALSO

Editor-in-Chief

Best Buddies, a relatively new
group to Baruch College, held their
second meeting of the semester on
Tuesday evening, ﬁnally getting off
of the ground after a semester of petitioning.
The club, founded by Adjunct
Lecturer Allan Goldstein of the English department and Faculty Adviser
of Best Buddies, created the club after his experiences growing up with
a disabled brother. After months of
trying to get the club, Goldstein ﬁnally established the club during the
Spring 2004 semester.
“Everyone called us and said that
it would not happen,” said Goldstein.
“People in a business school want to
do more than make money.”
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Baruch Best Buddies Chapter Adviser Allan Goldstein joins ﬁve students with their
buddies at the second meeting of Best Buddies this semester..
The program, designed to foster
improved social skills among the
disabled, aims to help the disabled

Baruch alumnus teaches The role of images in religion
students Leadership 101
BY JESSICA BAPTISTE

BY ERIKA MEYERS
Staff Writer
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On Nov. 18, Paul V. Reilly discussed leadership with graduate students from Baruch’s Zicklin School
of Business. Reilly is chairman,
chief executive ofﬁcer, and president of Cenveo, Inc., one of North
America’s leading providers of visual communications services. Cenveo
serves direct customers through its
commercial segment, and distributors and resellers of printed ofﬁce
products through its Quality Park resale segment. With more than 10,000
employees and 86 plants, and numerous sales ofﬁces throughout North
America, Cenveo reported sales last
year of over $1.7 billion.

Staff Writer

Reilly, who was born and raised
in Queens, now resides in Ken Caryl
Valley, Colo. with his wife and three
child ren.
He graduated from
Baruch
College
with an
underg r a d u at e
degree in
finance
and
an Paul V. Reilly
MBA in
computer methodology. He is a CPA
and served as a Bernard M. Baruch
Graduate Assistant from 1974 to

See ZICKLIN on page 3

Professor Alison M. Grifﬁths
hosted “Spectacular Viewing: Medieval Churches, Religious Panoramas
and the Passion of the Spectator,”
in the Oak Room in the 22nd Street
Building. Grifﬁths is an associate
professor in the Communications
Department at Baruch.
Her lecture examined the history
of spectacle and spectacular imagemaking in three case studies: medieval cathedrals, a 19th-century panorama painting, and Mel Gibson’s
“The Passion of the Christ.”
Part I: Other Worldly Spaces: Exhibition and Pilgrimage in the name
of God featured gothic art and architecture. Part II: The Revered Gaze:
Spectator as Witness examined a

way of encountering and making
sense of images that are distinctly
spectacular in form and content.
Grifﬁths explored ways in which
each of these ways of seeing and
experiencing the cruciﬁxion engendered similar kinds of feelings in
audiences despite being separated by
thousands of years.
Gibson’s “Passion” is therefore a
contemporary version of a medieval
passion play, replete with effects that
would have an enormous impact on
both historical and modern audiences.
“I argued that religion and spectacle go very well together since
each leads you to believe that something extraordinary, fantastical, and
otherworldly exists in the encounter
between image and viewer,” said
Grifﬁths.
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Grades can now be Vallone critiques NYC government,
received via e-mail oﬀers some tips for improvement

Beginning this semester, Baruch
students will receive all ﬁnal grades
by e-mail. Baruch has implemented
a new grading system, called WebGrade, that sends a report of the ﬁnal
grade to each student’s Baruch WebMail address immediately after the

instructor has submitted the grades
to the registrar.
Students can receive their grades
on other e-mail services, such as Hotmail. They must, however, contact
the Computing Help Desk for assistance.

Login now required
for wireless access
Starting this week, Baruch will
require students wishing to use the
wireless internet to log in. Upon
opening a browser, a login screen
will appear. Students should enter
their Baruch username, and their
PIN as the password.

The added security will allow
the college to expand the coverage
of the wireless network across campus, while also restricting use to
members of the Baruch community,
whose technology fees help support
the service.

Zicklin Graduate Speakers
Series becomes Leadership
101 for Baruch students
Continued from front

1975.
In his discussion with the graduate students, Reilly commented
extensively on business ethics and
leadership. His initial hypothesis,
regarding the current business environment is, “Because of public
scrutiny and the legal system, public
corporations may be the only organizations in the U.S. that practice and
enforce values.”
The focus of this hypothesis is
the current state of regulation and its
effect on enforcing regulations and
ethics in larger corporations “where
the money is.” He provided speciﬁc
examples of how this environment
affects Cenveo in terms of strategy,
hiring, and promotion.
According to Reilly, it is critical
for managers to run ethical organizations and judge employees based
on their integrity. Since the economy
focuses too much on earnings goals,
he asserts that values and integrity
must be stressed even more greatly
by management to ensure that employees take the correct actions and
are not motivated to perform unethical acts.
Reilly discussed his industry,
which is that of print and advertising.
He believes that the other advertising
media are not always as effective. For
example, the “do not call registry”
and “can spam” e-mail act of 2003
hurt alternate forms of media.
According to surveys, print lasts
because it is trusted, and surveys
sent through mail will get a greater
response rate. However, one survey
that Reilly presented shows that
people under age 40 see less value in

mail than the rest of the population.
Reilly presented his background
and career path. His father immigrated to the United States and ultimately became a short order cook at
the Market Diner on 33rd Street and
Ninth Avenue.
According to Reilly, everyone
knew his father – every cab driver,
every postman, every person who
stopped in for a cup of coffee. His father taught him that “the harder you
work, the luckier you get.”
Elaborating on that advice, Reilly
told students to work on the good
luck and just forget the bad luck, instead of giving up, which he said is
“the worst thing you can do.”
Reilly’s second hypothesis for the
current business environment is that
“A Level 5 Executive builds enduring greatness through a paradoxical
blend of personal humility and professional will.”
Thus, in order to succeed, not
only should managers work hard,
but they should always remember to
be humble and give credit where it
is due.
Reilly concluded his presentation
with information on where he visualizes the opportunities in direct marketing. He sees interactive websites
that provide customers with multiple
ways to connect with a company and
their people and products as the direction in which direct marketing is
moving.
One of his examples of this trend
he showed students is the Lowes
Kitchen website, which allows
Lowes customers to plan their home
improvements online and interactively connect directly with store
consultants who can make recommendations.

Corrections:
In the Nov. 8 issue of The Ticker, an article, titled “Journalists look back
at 2004 election” reversed the order of the two winners in the history
department’s essay contest. Joseph Jankowski was the ﬁrst-place winner,
and Darren Teng was second-place.
In the Nov. 15 issue, in the article,“Mr. Baruch crowned,” Max May’s ﬁrst
name was omitted.
In the article, “Registration starts today,” the start of next semester was
erroneously listed as Jan. 27, 2004. It should have read, 2005.

Continued from front

ofﬁcials in Albany but was eventually ignored.
In addition, Vallone said that
NYC’s budget is losing over half a
billion dollars because the state took
away the city’s Commuter Tax. It
would bring the city more than $500
million annually from residents living outside of New York City. Altman, legal adviser for the New York
City Council, added that the state
government didn’t ask the city to
speak on this issue, as it’s usually
done.
At the meeting, Peter Vallone
also talked about the inﬂuence of the
media on politics. He noted that the
“media is like a double-edged sword.
It can build you up or it could destroy you.” To illustrate the power of
a single photograph, he showed the
front page of a newspaper with the
“famous” photo of former presidential candidate, Howard Dean, taken
during his campaign speech.
“Howard Dean wasn’t angry. He
was just expressing his excitement,”

said Michael Ferrarella, recent
Baruch graduate. “But the media
turned it into the ravings of a socalled lunatic that negatively affected his political career.”
Peter Vallone was the Speaker
and Majority Leader of the New
York City Council from 1986
through 2001. According to the
School of Public affairs, his long
political career included creating
a $300 reserve fund for public
area development, expanding the
police force, assisting the homeless, advocating women’s health
issues and many more.
He also is widely known for
the Vallone CUNY Scholarship
program, which is received by
many Baruch students. It proPeter Vallone
vides a $500 grant each semester
for all City students who graduate
Public Affairs,” will deal with “Govfrom a public high school with at
least a “B” average and maintain that ernment in America: closing the gap
average in any of the CUNY col- between Real and Ideal”. It will be
held Tuesdays and Thursdays from
leges.
Peter Vallone Will be teaching an 4:10-5:25 p.m.
Honors course next semester at Baruch College.
PAF 3451H, “Special topics in

INROADS helps minorities
climb the corporate ladder
BY JESSICA BAPTISTE
Staff Writer

On Tuesday, Nov. 16, INROADS,
an internship organization dedicated
to developing and placing minority youth in business and industry,
hosted a presentation informing Baruch students of the lucrative internships available to them through the
program.
The presentation began with a
slide show of the mission, beneﬁts
and how to apply for an Inroads internship by Donna Robertson. INROADS presently has 5,400 interns
nationwide, and 29 of those interns
are Baruch students. These students
have internships with companies
such as PricewaterhouseCoopers, JP
Morgan, IBM, Pﬁzer, and Bank of
America. Also, INROADS has been
recently featured in The Princeton
Review’s Top 10 Internship List.
Other organizations in this list included MTV Networks, The White
House, Academy of Television and
Arts and the U.S. Supreme Court.
Robertson said that there are
many beneﬁts of being an INROADS
intern. The pay is decent, one gets
year-round coaching and support,
and corporate and intern networking opportunities. This means that
interns can easily get in touch with
other interns around the country.
Also, INROADS stress community
involvement, professional and personal development. Student have
consecutive internships and there is
the potential
for competitive job offers. She
noted that last year out of INROADS’ graduating class of 106, the
placement rate for job offers was 75
percent.
Next, four of INROADS’ interns
and current Baruch students spoke
about their experiences. Milka Santana stated that this summer she
interned at JP Morgan & Chase Co.
She said, “the reason why I am so
committed to INROADS is because

of the dedication they have shown towards my career development. They
didn’t just get me a really great paid
internship in one of the top ﬁnancial
services ﬁrms; they also trained me
and helped me develop the skills I
need to reach my best potential. It’s
the best thing that ever happened to
my career.”
Zahira Media, a junior, informed
the audience of her summer internship with PricewaterhouseCoopers.
She felt that this gave her a lot of
exposure to the competitive business
ﬁeld and has given her a lot of opportunities she would of never dreamed
of having.
Anthony Hernandez, a sophomore, spoke about his experience
with the consulting ﬁrm, Accenture LTD. He stated that only until
he got into INROADS was when he
realized his competition. Because
there is so much of it, it is the best
ones who shine. He added that just
because a student does not go to an
Ivy League university does not mean
that he should not strive for a great
internship.
Lastly, Xenia Abohia, a senior, talked about her internship at
MetLife this summer.
As soon as she got accepted into
INROADS, she realized that “INROADS means business!” It was
strenuous to have wake up at 5 a.m.
to get to work at 7 a.m. and always
have to be in business attire, she explained. She believes that because of
this internship during the summer in
which she performed many actual
projects for this company, she really
grew up. She added that last year she
won “INROAD of the Year” so her
hard work did pay off.
Afterward, there was a short
Question and Answer session led by
Robertson. Someone asked what the
time periods were for the internships.
Robertson’s response was that summer internships usually begin the
last week in June and last 10 weeks
through August. Also, students can

work part-time during the school
year if they wish.
Another question was if INROADS has any internships that
deal with architecture. Robertson
said that unfortunately there are
none available in the city. Since
there are so many ﬁnancial services
companies in NYC, about 60 percent
of INROADS’ internships deal with
them. However, she added that there
are deﬁnitely opportunities with INROADS afﬁliates in other states.
Next, someone asked if international students could apply for an
INROADS internship. The answer
was no. Also, someone else asked if
graduate students can apply. Robertson said that yes but there are very
few available.
In the last part of the presentation, Robertson carefully explained
the process of how to apply for an
INROADS internship. Those qualiﬁed include high school seniors,
college freshman and sophomores
only, who earned a GPA of 3.00 and
above and an SAT score of 1000 and
for college freshman and high school
seniors. Also, an ofﬁcial high school
transcript is required for college
freshman.
INROADS is looking for diverse
students who have career interests
in the following ﬁelds: accounting,
business, communications, computer science, economics, engineering,
healthcare management, marketing,
retail sales and many more. To complete an online application, which
Robertson said was a very good idea,
go to inroads.org.
Robertson commented, “INROADS has had a very successful
partnership with Baruch College for
more than six years. In our experience, Baruch students are intelligent,
ambitious, have a strong work ethic
and a lot of integrity. These traits
make them ideal INROADS interns.
Our website has a lot of general information which can give you the
mission, history, etc.”

4

THE TICKER NEWS NOVEMBER 22, 2004

First Oxford Debate held at Baruch, over U.S. role in the world
BY AYESHA AJAZ
AND JESSICA BAPTISTE

The topic of the debate was “The
Students of Baruch College believe
that the U.S. does not play a positive
role in the world.” The debate consisted of two students. Sophomores
Vadim Partan and Andres Orejuela,
of the CUNY Honors College. The
two faculty members included two
distinguished Baruch professors. Jed
Abrahamian earned his bachelor’s
and master’s degree from Oxford
University. Professor Eric Gander is
a graduate of University of Virginia
and Northwestern University. The
two guest speakers were Jeff Brauml
and David Gallagher.
Vadim Partan from the opposition
began the debate. His position was
“the U.S. does play a positive role in
the world.” He stated that the United
States is not perfect but it does take
an active role in world politics.
Professor Gander spoke shared
the same view as Partan. He identiﬁed three issues in the debate. First,
he asked if the Iraq War is a war of
liberation or domination? “This is
a war of liberation,” he advocated.
Next, he said that the United States
is the world’s largest humanitarian.
Lastly, he asked if you made
someone this offer: a visa and plane to
anywhere in the world, what country
do you think he/she would choose?
The United States of course.
David Gallagher was the last
speaker who spoke from the opposition. He began by saying that when
the United States was born in 1776,
the founders had an enlightened view
of the world. The founders formulated Locke’s ideology that the role of a
government should be to protect the
life, liberty and happiness of its people. He asked how come the U.S. was

not a superpower back in the 18th
century? Probably since this country
was separated from the rest of the
world by the Atlantic Ocean. In the
21st century, this country [U.S.] is
moving forward and has been changing the world for the better. “Everyone wants the American Dream,” he
stated. After the Cold War, why was
there so much animosity directed
toward the United States? Gallagher
felt is was because the U.S. possessed
weapons of mass destruction.
The opposition was met with
strong defenders of the motion.
Orejuela pointed out all ﬁelds where
U.S. government claimed to be making progress.
“The fact is,” said Orejuela. “The
No-Child-Left-Behind program is
severely under-funded.” He also
attacked US for campaigning for
control of nuclear research in other
countries, when the greatest program
of development of nuclear weapon s
is thriving in U.S. itself.
Faculty speaker Abrabamian
moderated the debate back to talk
about U.S. government policies. After the Cold War ended, the prediction was the world was going to see a
clash between the United States and
the Western world. This clash, according to Abrabamian, turned out
to be between the United States and
the rest of the world. He showed a
copy of “The Mirror” which featured
an article that said that ‘how could
59 million people be so dumb to elect
Bush?” He referred to a European
poll that asked what countries did the
Europeans considered to be a threat
to world peace; seventy-nine percent
thought the United States was the biggest threat to world peace. Abrabamian also refuted subtly the claims of
the opposition that the United States
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History Professor Ervand Abrahamian, an Oxford graduate, holds up some evidence during the debate.
was the biggest contributor of donations to humanitarian programs such
as those campaigning AIDS prevention. He revealed that the U.S. funds
cannot be used in any institution that
mentions the “c-word or the a-word,
condoms and abortion.”
Jed Brauml, the supporters’ guest
speaker, actually brought with him a
paperbook book titled “Why Do People Hate America?” that he said he
bought at an airport. Brauml argued
that America was critical of France,
Germany and Russia for their interest in War in Iraq, because according to the U.S. government, these
countries had commercial interests
in Iraq. But in present-day Iraq, none
of these countries are bidding for
building contracts in Iraq. “We were
told that there were weapons of mass
destruction there. Did we ﬁnd any?
No. Perhaps somebody didn’t use deodorant but that’s about it.”

Brauml accused the United States
of global arrogance when before going into Iraq America told the rest
of the world “You’re either with us,
or against us.” He said there is mass
genocide going on in Sudan right
now. If America wanted to play a
positive role in the world without
harboring ulterior motives, the US
government would have been in
Sudan and intervening there. About
Iraq he concluded, “This is a commercial operation, not a political operation.”
After the debate, the ﬂoor was
open to the audience for comments.
Several audience members made
thoughtful remarks about the motion. One student pointed out that
America was the most active country in destroying the Amazon forests
in order to maintain their fuel supply. Another student commented
that Professor Gander’s claim that

everyone in the foreign world wants
to come to America had nothing to
do with America’s foreign policy.
The debate successfully offered
an insight into the students’ thoughts
with Partan and Orejuela appropriately representing the student body.
The students present in the audience
were allowed to cast their vote by exiting through one of the two doors in
the Oak Room — each door representing support and opposition of the
motion. “I’m really happy about the
turnout of this event. I look forward
to continuing holding future debates.
Since this was our ﬁrst debate, I
know that there were interpretations.
I hope to see more success next time,”
commented Liman Cheng, alumni
liaison for Sigma Alpha Delta.
Ayesha Ajaz is the Op-Ed Editor and
Jessica Baptiste is a staff writer.

Scholarship Opportunities
The Belle Zeller Scholarship is one of
CUNY’s most prestigious scholarships. It is
highly selective and recognizes students who
not only excel academically, but also have
SIGNIFICANT leadership service to the
community and CUNY. The applications are
available in the Ofﬁce of Student Development
VC 2-255. The application deadline is
December 6, 2004, but applications must be
submitted to the Ofﬁce of Student Development
no later than November 26, 2004. Please contact
either Laverne Burnett or Dean Ron Aaron for
more information at 646-312-4570 or
laverne_burnett@baruch.cuny.edu.
Eligibility criteria for the Belle Zeller Scholarship:
- Must be full-time (at least 12 credits) in the
Fall 2004 semester
- Must have completed at least 16 credits at any
branch of CUNY
- Must have a 3.75 GPA or better
- Must show evidence of good character
- Must have SIGNIFICANT service to CUNY,
the community, and/or respective CUNY colleges

The Women’s Forum Educational Award is
open to women over the age of 35, who, after an
interruption in their
education, are now pursuing undergraduate
degrees. The deadline for submitting
applications is December 1, 2004. You can apply
online at www.wfnewyork.org or get
applications from the Ofﬁce of Student
Development VC 2-255. Please contact either
Laverne Burnett or Dean Ron Aaron for further
information at 646-312-4570 or
laverne_burnett@baruch.cuny.edu.
To be eligible, you must:
- Reside in New York City
- Have attended a college in NYC during
the 2003-04 academic year
- Be enrolled for at least 6 credits in the
2004-05 academic year
- Have at least one additional semester to
complete graduation requirements after June
2005
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New group
pairs students
with disabled

STUDENT GOVERNMENT
USG
On Nov. 16, USG held its 12th meeting of the semester.
President’s Report
Sime Marnika reported that the next
Board of Trustees meeting will be
Nov. 29 in Room 14-220.
He reminded everyone of the Pep
rally that will take place on Dec. 7.
USG and Hip Hop 201 will be sponsoring this event. he asked for $400
for food for the Pep Rally.
Marnika also talked to Dean
Ronald Aaron about the creation of
two new committees, the Bookstore
Advisory and Food Service Advisory. Aaron said that they’ll arrange a
meeting before winter break.
He also mentioned that Fernando
Cueves, new director of the bookstore, will be at the next USG meeting on Nov. 23.

Continued from front

that will advise the president, which
was brought up at the last meeting.
These committees will begin operating in the spring.
Legislative Affairs
Upper Senator Jodi-Ann Graham
said she wanted USG to register for
Relay for Life. This event will take
place at Baruch on April 8 and 9,
2005.
She wants to encourage other
clubs to participate.
Campus Affairs
Upper Senator Keston Barrow mentioned the Multicultural Luncheon
that will take place on Nov. 23. Thirty-ﬁve hundred dollars is needed to
cover the expenses and USG will
contribute at most $2,400, while nine
other clubs will pay $1,000.

Treasurer’s Report
International Student Committee
Edouard Roland said that all the
budgets approved by USG in the last
meeting were passed at the Board of
Directors meeting.
At this meeting, there was interest expressed about the Constitution
Committee.
Academic Affairs
Kelly Iﬁll said that she gave a list
of books for the library to Upper Senator Kathlene Burke. She reminded
everyone about the ﬁve committees

Keisha George said that there will be
a follow-up meeting with Jim Murphy on Nov. with the United International Student Body.
New Business
Marnika scheduled a retreat for Dec.
2 at 6 p.m.
Compiled by

JESSICA BAPTISTE
Staff Writer
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force. Students join the club in order
to establish and create friendships
with physical disabilities.
The disabled students spend their
days in programs or jobs and are in
constant communication with the
buddies.
Students commit to become part
of the Best Buddies program for an
academic year. Students are required
to form relationships with their buddies, calling them once per week,
seeing each other once per month
and engaging in-group activities.
Currently, the group has 20 members, ﬁve of whom are buddies. The
other 15 are associates to help out
at events. Each of the buddies is
matched up with a disabled person.
Best Buddies, a national organization, ﬁrst appeared in New York in
1997. Chapters appear on 11 college
campuses throughout the state. New
York University is the only other
school in New York City to have a
chapter.
“It’s a cause. You understand
the mission. When you understand
the mission, it draws you further to
help,” said Jason Hing, treasurer of
the Best Buddies Chapter at Baruch.
“I ﬁnd it an enjoyable time and I hope
everyone will join and help.”

New York State Comptroller Alan Hevesi was one of the speakers at the School of Public
Aﬀairs’ ﬁrst Annual Conference on Municipal Finance and Leadership. This year’s topic
was “Twilight of the Budget Monitors,” about the ﬁscal crisis of the mid-’70s, and leading
up to the “sunset” of the Financial Control Board and Municipal Assistance Corporation
in 2007.

PLACE AN AD IN THE TICKER
AND R EACH 5000+ PEOPLE!
E-MAIL TICKER _ ADS@BARUCH.CUNY.EDU
OR CALL (646)312-4713 FOR MORE INFO.

CAUCASIAN FEMALES - EARN $8,000
Loving married couple seeks healthy and intelligent Caucasian Female with average looks
and average build between the ages of 21 and 32 to be an egg donor.
Please contact NYU Medical Center
at (212) 263-0011 code #017
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The quiet in New York City: Siddha meditation
BY ADRIENNE RAYSKI
Contributing Writer

In the rush of everyday life, most
people face obstacles in their daily routines – fighting their way through traffic, tackling the 9 to 5, trying to stay
awake at that office meeting, returning
home to a bunch of screaming kids,
etcetera, etcetera. In this busy world,
where many people claim that there are
not enough hours in the day, it is an odd
thing to fathom the average person taking time out of any day in his life to simply sit with his thoughts, to clear his
mind, to become quiet, to listen to his
breath, or to dare feel a serene bliss
within himself. But not only have I discovered that there are people who take
time out to do all of the above, there is
an entire population of devotees to such
a practice.
On Tuesday, Nov. 2, I attended my
first Siddha Meditation program. My
communications professor, Susan
Goldstein, had introduced me to the

subject in our class. She had spoken
highly of and enthusiastically about the
program on several occasions, and I was
intrigued to learn more about it. I had no
real knowledge of Indian tradition,
which is the basis of Siddha practices,
but I was willing to try it and possibly
learn something new. What I found at
this meeting was both astonishing and
moving. Within the hour that the program ran, I felt new, profound emotions
within myself and was enlightened by
the traditions and unity of these people.
The program begins with a speaker,
who focuses on the evening’s chosen
topic. In this instance, the theme of the
evening was "dharma." The room was
lit with candlelight, and photographs of
Gurumayi Chidvilasananda, the current
head of the teachings of Siddha, stood at
the head of the stage on a large chair.
Those who came to take part in the program were invited to sit on the floor or
in chairs. Those who sat on the floor
were given small pillows and the room
was divided into sections of men and

Baruch Beat:

Events and Anno uncements
Announcements:
•Auditions for Musical Comedy
“Zombie From the Beyond”
Dates and Times:
Nov. 30 from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m.
& Dec. 1 from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Place:
Engleman Recital Hall
Come prepared to sing an upbeat
pop or musical theatre song for
CUNY/Baruch’s production. To
reserve your time slot sign up in the
Fine and Performing Arts Office
(7th floor - VC) or contact Brian
Rhinehart at brhine1@aol.com.
Show dates are April 12-16.
Events in the BPAC:
•Riant Theatre presents A Special Gift
Dates and Times:
Nov. 26 @ 8:00 p.m.
Nov. 27 @ 4:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m.
& 9:00 p.m.
Nov. 28 @ 2:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m.
& 7:00 p.m.
Dec. 1-3 @ 8:00 p.m.
Dec. 4 @ 4:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m.
& 9:00 p.m.
and Dec. 5 @ 2:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m.
& 7:00 p.m.
Place:
Bernie West Theatre
Admission: For Tickets please call
(646) 623-3488 or go on the web at
www.therianttheatre.com. Tickets
range from $25.00 to $35.00
Written and Directed by Van Dirk
Fisher. On a cold winter night,
Gabriel, a young man has lost his
faith. Thinking God has deserted
him, he decides to leave the church.
But then a miracle happens and an
angel suddenly appears and takes
him on an adventure he will never
forget.
Events in the Mishkin Gallery:
•Refiguring the Photograph: The
Human Form as Subject and Object
Dates: Nov. 19 – Dec. 15
Curator: Sandra Kraskin
In conjunction with the Baruch
Photography Festival, this exhibition features photographs of the figure drawn from the College's permanent collection. The human body

has captured the attention of artists
for centuries, but 20th century photographers have given it new and
often contested meanings. With a
broad range of photographs of the
figure, the exhibition examines the
meaning we ascribe to the human
body through its context as a subject
or an object.
Executives on Campus:
Sessions will be held in the Baruch
Vertical Campus, in Room 14-235
from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. on the
scheduled Tuesdays. You must register at baruch.cuny.edu/eoc to
attend.
•Marketing/Advertising
Date: Nov. 23
Norman Brust, (Retired) Vice
President, Corp Communications,
Contel, and Norman Vale, President,
Vale International LTD
•It’s a Tough Business Starting Your
Own Business
Date: Nov. 30
Dmitry Genzer, Business Analyst,
CIBC Oppenheimer, Anil Gulati,
Principal, Coda Capital, and
Richard Merians, Chairman & CEO,
Hygrade Integrated Logistics
Systems

Career Development
Center Events
WORKSHOPS
All workshops take place in 2-190 VC
Internship Seminar:
Nov. 22, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Interviewing I:
Nov. 23, 5 - 7 p.m.
Resume Writing and Cover Letters:
Dec. 1, 3 - 5 p.m.
Advanced Interviewing:
Dec. 2, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.
SPECIAL EVENTS
Diversity Job Fair:
Dec. 3, 12-3 p.m., VC 14-220

women, in traditional Indian style. Then
the chanting began. The theme of the
chant that evening was also linked to
dharma. This "chanting" was really
much more of a long, flowing song that
sounded quite complex, and I soon
found myself singing along. Upon closing my eyes, still chanting along when
prompted, I felt as if I was taken to a far
off land. One thing was for sure — I
most certainly was not in the midst of
the traffic and movement of New York
City. It was as if I was on my own cloud,
with my own thoughts, in my own little
world.
The chanting continued for quite
some time before we were actually told
to go ahead and meditate. Even though
I secretly thought I had been meditating
all along, I sat quietly, listening to my
breath as suggested and thought to
myself that this was quite a marvel, and
wondered why I had not taken the time
to listen to the quiet within myself
before.
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Gurumayi Chidvilasananda

Shadow Days give High School
students a taste of college life
BY NICOLE LEE
Contributing Writer

Everyone remembers what it
was like as a high school senior
searching for the perfect college.
Having graduated only five
months ago myself, I remember
quite clearly the anxiety and
frustration in visiting campuses
trying to get an idea of what college life was like. Luckily, the
Golden Key International Honor
Society, led by program coordinator Darwin Recentes and chapter advisor Dean Ronald Aaron,
organized a program called
“Shadow Days,” which pairs one
or two high school students from
participating schools with a
Baruch volunteer. The high
school students ‘shadow’ the volunteers for the day. The volunteers take them to two morning
classes, give them a brief tour of
the campus, and answer any
questions the students have about
college life.
If I could recommend any

BY JOHNNY VALENTIN
Contributing Writer

I was a Shadow Days volunteer on Oct. 28. I guided Shu Yi
and Lily, two senior students
from Fort Hamilton High School
and showed them all around
Baruch college. I took them to
the computer labs, the library,
the SEEK program office, the
Career Development Center, the
Student Life office and my two
Microeconomics classes. The
first class was recitation from
9:45 to 10:35 a.m. I asked them
what they thought about the class
and they said it was long, a bit
boring, and that the professor
taught very fast. Afterwards, we
went to Professor Ted Joyce's
Microeconomics Lecture Hall

form of academic advisement for
prospective college freshmen,
this would be it. “Shadow Days”
not only provides high school
students with the opportunity to
pick the brains of their college
guides, but it provides the
Baruch students an opportunity
to pass on their knowledge and
experiences to the people who
need it most. College advisors
can only tell their students as
much as they’ve heard from
other people. At the same time,
every Admissions Office will do
their best to recruit students and
portray their respective schools
as number one in the country.
This however, is not the aim of
the “Shadow Days” program. Its
primary objective is to give high
school students a taste of what to
expect as college students and
there is no better way to understand that first hand until you
become a “shadow” for a day.
On Nov. 11, “Shadow Days”
invited twelve students from
Archbishop Malloy High School

in Queens to visit Baruch. I was
paired with a high school senior
who, to my delight, asked me
numerous
questions
about
Baruch. She wanted to know
what my favorite subject was,
how well I adjusted my first
semester, what kind of sports she
could participate in, what I
thought about my professors, etc.
I gladly answered these questions to the best of my ability,
hoping she was looking forward
to making the adjustment to college and hoping I could give her
an idea of what to expect. My
intention was not to sugar coat
my experience at Baruch, nor
was I told to recruit the student. I
merely gave an honest account of
what the transition was like for
me from high school to college.
This is my second experience
with “Shadow Days” and I feel
lucky to have been able to participate in a program that every college should offer.

class, which lasted from 10:45
a.m. to 12 noon. The students
had the opportunity to contrast in
teaching methods and facilities
at Baruch to those at their high
school. Both students said the
second class was too long and
very different from what they
experience at Fort Hamilton
High School. At their school,
like most high schools, classes
are 45 minutes long.
After the classes, we went
around the lobby area of the VC
building. We went to the CDC
and spoke to the receptionist,
who told us more about what the
CDC was all about and what the
office offered to Baruch students. We then visited the SEEK
office and questioned a SEEK
representative about all that the

SEEK office offered Baruch students.
To conclude, I led Shu Yi and
Lily to VC 2-124 where Dean of
Students Ron Aaron spoke to all
the Fort Hamilton students about
admissions while they ate pizza
and soda. I had to leave at this
time so I gave Shu Yi and Lily
my email address and told them
that they could contact me anytime about anything concerning
Baruch College. Shu Yi already
contacted me and told me that
Baruch is her first choice in
applying to college! Overall, it
was a great experience and I look
forward to seeing Shu Yi and
possibly others from Fort
Hamilton High School at Baruch
next year!

Editor’s Note: Johnny Valentin and Nicole Lee provide accounts of their individual experiences with students assigned to
them two different Shadow Days. In addition, Lee’s article gives background information on Shadow Days.
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Events mark Latino Heritage Month at Baruch
BY JESSICA BAPTISTE
Staff Writer

The Latino Heritage Committee
launched the opening ceremony of
Latino Heritage Month on Thursday,
Oct. 21 in the multi-purpose room. The
committee includes the Hispanic
Society, LAY (Latin American Youth),
LASO (Latin American Student
Organization) and PRIDE (Puerto
Ricans for Involvement, Development
and Enlightenment). The ceremony
featured a food festival that showcased
traditional dishes from many different
Latin countries. There, the committee
also promoted the scheduled events for
the upcoming Latino Heritage Month.
From Oct. 21 to Nov. 11, the Latino
Heritage Committee collaborated with
Jenny Santiago of Student Services to
increase the Hispanic culture through
film, speakers, workshops and food.
This was the first time that these clubs
agreed to come together to organize a
month of events in celebration of
Latino History month.
Rosemary Albujar, president of the
Hispanic Society, said one of the highlights was the Health Fair on Nov. 2.
The event featured Dr. Carlos
Meletiche from the Metropolitan
Hospital Corporation who discussed
important health issues within the
Latino community.
The second highlight was a Baruch
alumna who came as the financial
speaker. She is a successful female
Hispanic accountant who stressed the
importance of finishing school.
Rosemary thought she served as a
great example of success for the
Hispanic community.
Massiel Colon, president of the
LAY, organized the Film Festival that
screened the movie “Scarface” on Oct.
28. She said, “It was a successful educational event.”
Juan Mejia, president of the
PRIDE, planned the Health Fair for
Nov. 2nd. He said that there was a great
turnout from the Baruch students. He
added that the event was good for
Hispanics because it showed them how
to take better care of their health.
Sam Johnson, vice president of student services, was the benefactor who
felt a need to increase culture awareness on campus. Santiago, the liaison
between Student Services and the student representatives, said that the goal
of events promoting Latino Heritage
Month was to make the transition from
social activities to substantial activities
(like the Food Fair and Health Fair).
She laughed as she said, “We
[Hispanics] are more than rice, beans
and beans.”
“It was a great experience to work
with these students [of the Hispanic
Society, LAY, LASO and PRIDE],”
said Santiago. Even though the students spent a lot of their time planning
this event, they still did well on their
midterms. The students took the lead
and had their own ideas.”
Santiago had a lot of support from
the Health Center, Black and Hispanic
Studies departments and the Small
Business Lab. They played a big role in
shaping this event. Also, Veronica
Ingram-Henry of Student Life, Angela
Anselmo of SEEK and Ingrid Tinteo of
the Career Development Center all
contributed in making this a success.
Santiago said she did not anticipate
having all this support before she
began.
The only criticism she had was that
this event should have had more promotion. Even though this was the first
event of its kind, the student turnout
was overwhelming. She knows that
this event will be very successful next
year.
On the second floor, near the elevators the Latino Heritage Committee set

up an art display in observation of
Latino History month. Katherine
Velasquez did a wonderful job in decorating the display. It featured pictures of
less famous Hispanic women like Ana

Betancourt, Policarpa “La Pola”
Salavarrieta, La Malinche, Las
Adelitas, Manuela Saenz and
Anacaona.

PHOTOS BY ROBERT BENIMOFF FOR THE TICKER

(left) Comedian Mark Anthony Ramirez performs at the closing ceremony of the Latino Heritage Month; (right) The Latino Heritage Committee featured an art display of Ana
Betancourt, Policarpa Salavarrieta, La Malince, Las Adelitas, Manuela Saenz and Anacaona in the Lobby of the Vertical Campus.

Six degrees of separation, just a click away
BY STEVEN HOLLAND
Contributing Writer

The websites promise you’ll find all
your friends and colleagues, bond on
common interests, maybe even bump
into an old high school friend, all while
giving a visual map of how you are
linked to that person. The trend of social
network sites is growing faster than ever.
The first major rollout was
Friendster.com in 2002, but since then,
numerous other sites have branched off,
such as Myspace.com and the university-based
social
network
Thefacebook.com.
“I found some of my old friends
from high school just by running a
search for people that went to
my school,” said Jared
Hakimi, a sophomore at
Cornell University. “Then
I went ahead and clicked in
their profiles and found a
few people who went to
Cornell, so I added them
too. I have over 190
friends in my Facebook
profile already. Some of
them from my universities, others from outside
of,” he added
The sites use the concept of a social network in
an internet-based format,
mapping
relationships
between individuals, indicating the ways they are connected through various social familiarities,
ranging from casual acquaintances to
close familial bonds. “I got lots of my
friends to join, it doesn’t really mean
much but I just like that we can all visualize each other as our friends under each
other’s profiles,” said Julie Deluty, a
sophomore at New York University.
Friendster.com was originally created by Jonathan Abrams as an online dat-

ing site with a casual overtone; however
that quickly changed as it evolved into a
cyber lounge. Myspace.com, which
came out in 2003, added other extra features that Friendster lacked. “I like that
on Myspace, there’s a section that links
to my blog where I can leave my
thoughts,” said Sharon Mikhli, a freshman at Brooklyn College. Blogs are
online versions of journals that allow
others to see the entries and permit people to leave comments. “I’ve made
lots of my friends
through
o u r

Thefacebook.com took the concepts
of Friendster and Myspace and restricted
it to the confines of university students,
alumni, staff, and professors. It allows
many of the same features of Friendster
and Myspace, such as searching for
friends based on high school, interests,
maps out the social connections of
friends, allows for blogs, comments, and
common class courses. Facebook was
started in 2003 by Mark Zuckerberg and
restricted to Harvard
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blogs because we have so
much in common,” she added.
Jake Wallace, a junior at Stony Brook
University said, “I also like
Myspace.com because it has this concept of ‘groups’ like specific ones for
bands and I’ve found friends through the
fan base on Myspace of others who like
the same music as me.” The competition
is stiff nevertheless, as all the sites tend to
copy each other with the features they
add.
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University only. It
has since gained immense
popularity and even expanded to a
Canadian University – McGill. In terms
of numbers, it is growing fastest of all
the sites. “I was so excited when
Thefacebook.com finally came out for
Baruch College,” said Daine Walker, a
sophomore at Baruch.
The average user spends an hour and
51 minutes on Friendster compared to
35 minutes on Yahoo personals.
“Friendster is such a sick obsession,”
said Sara Genovese, a ballet dancer in

New York City. “I used to just sit for
hours in front of the computer looking
through friends and I’d click on friends’
friends and it was a never-ending cycle,
I finally just had to delete my profile.”
Aliza Minkoff, a sophomore at Rutgers
University, said, “I really think the
‘poke’ feature on Thefacebook is so
dumb. People just poke each other back
and forth. Friends don’t do that in real
life.”
Still, many people use these sites for
dating or sexual encounters. The number
of users on these sites grows daily. “I’ve
found some potential relationship
candidates
through
Facebook,” added Arib, a
sophomore at Baruch.
Friendster has over 4 million
members, Myspace.com has
over 2 million members and
Thefacebook.com
has
exceeded 500,000 members at
over 70 universities. “I like
adding ‘hot’ people to my
Myspace profile,” said Michael
Vomacka, an employee at Urban
Outfitters. “It’s just a competition.
In the end I feel, the people with
more friends, more positive comments, and hotter friends wins. It’s
not about if you’re really friends with
them, it’s just a number game.”
Analysts have begun to speculate
about the possible profit and value of
social network sites. All of them have
begun using advertisements to bring in
some revenue. Google tried unsuccessfully to buy Friendster for $30 million.
Still, Abrams never expected Friendster
to be much of an investment.
For now, it seems like social network
sites are the new online trend. Their
growth seems to be steady and it’s probable that they will go public on the market just like Google did earlier this year.
Still, the major question remains, friends
or just numbers in a profile?
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“Aloha” illustrates feelings
of love, loss and change
By CELESTE LIM
Contributing Writer
“Aloha” in Hawaiian has a
double meaning of “Hello” and
“Good-bye.” But in a larger
sense, what does it really mean?
More importantly, who are we in
a larger sense?
Eleven quirky characters question life’s many mysteries in the
student production of “Áloha,
Say All the Pretty Girls” by
Naomi Iizuka. First produced at
the 1999 Humana Festival of
New American Plays at the
Actors Theatre of Louisville,
“Aloha” made its debut at
Baruch College in the Nagelbe
rg Theatre from Nov. 9 to 13.
The comedy is a manifestation
of interpersonal relationships,

This play explores
the chaos of
human connections
and interactions,
the role that accidents play in our
lives, how we enter
and leave one
another’s lives,
and the nature of
chance or fate or
luck, whatever you
want to call it

ety. Perhaps it’s because they’re
expressing their primal needs
and desires. Also, in the first act
of the play, the characters are all
living in New York City and feeling cramped by their environment, not only physically but
also emotionally.”
“It looks like a simple show
but it gets you thinking,” said
Max May, who plays Jason. “The
play has many themes: refusal to
change, rebirth, people entering
and leaving each others lives
without warning.
“I have bonded with everyone
involved with the play. My coactors became my true family for
the seven weeks of rehearsals.
Sadly, however, now we all parted. It is ironic but we have
become like those characters in
the play: once again strangers to
each other, we left each other’s
lives.”

“

PHOTO BY CARA TABACHNICK FOR THE TICKER

26 year old student Chrystal Rodwell is working on her degree in Public Affairs while balancing her studies with the time that she has to
spend caring for her son

BY CARA TABACHNICK
Staff Writer

”

identity, love and loss that travel
with people through New York
City, Alaska, Borneo and Hawaii.
“This play explores the chaos
of human connections and interactions, the role that accidents
play in our lives, how we enter
and leave one another’s lives,
and the nature of chance or fate
or luck, whatever you want to
call it,” said Iizuka, who
received her B.A. from Yale
University and M.F.A. from the
University of California-San
Diego. “I think it’s also about a
specific time in one’s life,
around the magic age of 28,
where there’s an enormous
amount of change and flux, and
it can be a little bit bewildering.”
From neophytes to seasoned
theatre majors, the two-act
play starred a diverse cast:
Tami Evanisky, Suneel Narra,
Melissa Rios, Alethea Rivera,
Melanie
Duve,
Rodney
Reyes, Max May, Derek Ivie,
Stephen Saverance, Michael
Perez, and Stalin Bocanegra.
From the urban jungle of New
York City to the jungle of
Borneo, these characters
embark on their individual
journey, realizing that their
lives are intertwined, that
they are part of a microcosm
of a larger universe. They
question the concept of fate,
time, space and changes in
life. “Pain wakes you up and
gets you thinking,” says one
character.
The simplicity of the set
designs, sound, lighting and toylike props are the essence that
give effect to the tone, themes
and symbolism of the play.
“There is a whimsical, surreal
tone,” said director Debbie
Saivetz, Deputy Chair for
Theatre for the Department of
Fine and Performing Arts.
“Often, the characters behave
like children, throwing temper
tantrums and having fits of anxi-

The importance of education
in a single mother’s life

At first, it seems that Crystal
Rodwell doesn’t want to be noticed.
She sits in the back of the classroom,
typically not the place for academic
overachievers, and doesn’t jump to
answer every question the professor
asks. Yet, when Crystal speaks, people
listen: what she has to say usually
makes a lot of sense. There is determination in her dark brown eyes and her
answers are infused with shades of lifeshaping experiences.
At 26 years old, Rodwell is not only
a student at Baruch College majoring in
Public Affairs, an Associate Director of
Evening Studies and Academic
Scheduling
at
Kingsborough
Community College, a poet, and a
musician, but she is also a mother. In
1995, on the verge of graduating high
school, Rodwell found out she was
pregnant and had to put her educational
career on hold. Yet, throughout that
time period, Crystal always knew she
would return to school.
“I always wanted a better life in
terms of comfort and financial responsibility for myself and my family.
Education is an important tool in
obtaining this goals,” Rodwell stated as
her primary motivation in deciding to
return to college in the fall of 1997,
when her daughter Janaia was two
years old.

PHOTOS FROM BPAC

Scenes from “Aloha Say All the Pretty
Girls”
Top : Steven Saverence and Suneel Naara
Middle:
Melanie Duve embraces Derek Ivey
Bottom:
Tamryn Evanisky sits with Duve on a park
bench during the first scene of the play’s
rehersal

Single But Not Alone
Crystal Rodwell is not alone in her
quest to make a better future for herself.
Almost 29 percent of females enrolled
in an institute of higher learning have
dependents and about half of those
women are single mothers according to
the American Council on Higher
Education.
However the odds stacked against
these women can seem almost insurmountable. Not only do these single
parents face the daily stresses of being
a college student, they must face complications of adequate care for their
children, as well as financial strain.
Almost 41 percent of single parent
households live at or below the poverty
level. According to the National
Association of Working Women, in 49
states the average annual cost of childcare exceeds the annual cost of public
college tuition.

At the beginning of Crystal’s college venture, the stress of work and
school was too much to handle. “I was
a manager at a movie theater and I went
to school in the morning and worked
from afternoon through the late
evening. I made it through one grueling semester. I was working 50-60 hr
weeks and I almost didn't survive. My
job was not very supportive, which
added to the difficulties I was already
facing trying to balance work, home
and school. Somehow, at the time, I
thought it was feasible.”
To make things easier for single parents attending school, Baruch College
has an Early Learning Center that provides childcare to 45 student families
that have children from 21/2 to five
years old. Currently the center operates
between 8:45 a.m. - 6:45 p.m. It was
suggested at an Undergraduate Student
Government Meeting that the hours be
extended to 10 pm because many single
parents work during the day and attend

I always wanted
a better life in
terms of comfort
and financial
responsibility for
myself and my
family. Education
is an important
tool in obtaining
this goals...

“

”

school at night.
Raquel Shepard, another young
mother studying at Baruch, offered, “ It
is a good idea to have extended hours at
the Early Learning Center. Parents can
leave their children in a secure and professional environment for later hours
instead of looking for other inefficient
and expensive day care center.”
For Crystal the Early Learning
Center does not provide much help.
Her daughter is eight years old and does
not qualify for the services no matter
how late the center stays open.

Making It Against The Odds
“For me the hardest part of going
back to college is staying when it gets
rough. Babysitters call and cancel.
Spouses and family become unsupportive. Work gets hectic. Laundry piles
up. You fall behind in readings. You fall
asleep in class. But no matter what, you
have to stick with it. You study on the
train. You teach your child. You learn to
sleep less. You write papers on your
lunch break. And somehow, you make
it,” she sighs.
Regardless, Crystal Rodwell is
determined to succeed. She keeps herself motivated by knowing that her
daughter witnesses her dedication to
education and Crystal hopes her daughter will continue that commitment
throughout her own life. In addition,
because Crystal has an open and honest
relationship with her workplace, it is
generous in working around her school
schedule.
The
coordinator
of
the
Kingsborough program, Monique
Black, admires Rodwell’s relentless
determination. “Crystal's dedication to
achieving her educational goals has
been very strong and unwavering.
Despite the pressure of deadlines in the
Office of Evening Studies, Crystal
shows such dedication to the work she
performs, I know that she has the same
fire, if not more, when it comes to her
school work. Her strong devotion in
these areas of her life, along with an
awesome, positive attitude, has made
her successful. She is truly a wonderful
example for anyone to follow.”
With a goal always in sight, the
future paints a rosy picture for Crystal.
Rodwell plans to run several nonprofits
during her lifetime dedicated to helping
children in the areas of music and education. She continues to write and
hopes to publish several volumes of
poetry.
In thought, Crystal’s voice trails off,
then grows strong again, resolute in her
desire to inspire other single mothers. “I
say never but never give up! Find a
way. If you can't go to college now, start
planning now for later, with later being
as soon as possible. Think practically.
Always have a back-up plan (and a
back-up sitter if you can). Focus your
academic career on what interests you,
so you stay motivated. The rewards are
more than the costs. ”
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Thankful on Thanksgiving

THE TICKER EDITORIAL NOVEMBER 22, 2004

With the Holidays approaching, Baruch students
will soon have the chance to look back on the past year
and thank the appropriate higher forces on all that has
brought us joy recently. We at The Ticker have made a
short list of all the things we are thankful for, and we’re
pretty sure that our list does not look much different from
your own.
Friends and family, the people that we can trust to
be there for us through thin and thick are very important
to many of us at The Ticker. Those of you that are shedding sarcastic tears of approval right about now might
want to think about how many times you’ve been down on
your luck, ready to hit the 10 count, only to have a friend
there to pull you off the ropes. We are thankful for the people that are there for you, whether or not you have to ask
them to be there; the friends that help on instinct rather
than a sense of necessity. We thank those family members
that are always there for us, even though they may not
always be there with us. The mothers and fathers who
always make sure to address our needs are always near
our hearts. Those of us who have recently found our Mr.
Right and Ms. Perfect are thankful.
Some of us have recently become employed and
are thankful for our new sources of income. The Career
Development Center was very helpful in helping some of
us gain employment, and for that we say thanks. Those of
us that used to have jobs that never really made us happy,
love our new jobs and hope that those that hate theirs,
will find new ones. Those of us, who no longer have to live
day to day, week to week, stretching to make ends meet,
are thankful.
We look back on the year that has passed us by

and we think about all the toasted bagels, the hot dogs
and hamburgers, healthy snacks and not-so-healthy ones
that we’ve eaten and we realize that we are lucky to have
been so well-fed. At the same time we look forward to the
turkey and cranberry sauce that will be waiting for us on
that table on Thanksgiving Day and for the many bagel
breakfasts awaiting us before we celebrate our next
Thanksgiving.
Aside from being well-fed, we’ve also managed to
stay relatively healthy – as we hope the rest of you have.
The flu season came and went and as the saying goes, it
didn’t kill any of us so we’re all the stronger for it. Those
of us at The Ticker that are in the Armed Forces, hope to
stay healthy, and out of harm’s way. We wish for a healthy
and happy Thanksgiving for those American men and
women serving in Iraq – who probably say thanks for the
things they enjoy much more frequently then those of us
here. We are thankful for all the things that we take for
granted, that the things that we never miss until we no
longer have the luxury of enjoying them.
Since we live in America, we take many things for
granted. We are thankful for the civil liberties that we are
still allowed to enjoy and look forward to a new Attorney
General in the cabinet. We are thankful for freedom of the
press and for the people’s right to dissent from majority
opinion. We are lucky to have a system in place that gives
us the opportunity to receive an education and to have a
president at our school who will lead us in the right direction. As students we are thankful that Baruch is moving in
a better direction and know that our faith in the college
will be rewarded when we have become long forgotten
alumni.

What is Bloomberg Thinking?

It is an unhappy fact of life that politicians will find
diversions whenever they are confronted on an important issue. The Swift Boat fiasco is a perfect example.
This week, Mayor Bloomberg resorted to the same type
of tactics when Cablevision went on the offensive
against the West Side Stadium. Instead of answering
their charges, he immediately counter-attacked by arguing that Cablevision gets millions of dollars in tax
throwbacks from the city, and therefore should either
give them up or shut up.
Of course, Cablevision is guilty as charged, but the
fact that they get kickbacks is irrelevant. What is relevant, however, is the fact that it is Bloomberg’s government that is giving Cablevision, and other corporations,
these bonuses. He asks that Cablevision give up its tax
incentive, but we ask some larger questions:
Why does Cablevision get the freebie in the first
place? And why should Cablevision have to give up
anything? Why don’t our politicians just quit handing
out money to corporations? It seems a bit ridiculous
that Bloomberg is about to let the city and its taxpayers
finance a good-sized portion of the stadium for the Jets,
but he’s whining that Cablevision takes kickbacks,
which is wrong. He can’t have his cake and eat it too. If
Cablevision must give back their money, then the Jets
should finance their own stadium. They can certainly
afford it.
As you can see, the diversion has worked, since we’ve

been discussing it thus far, but back to the main problem: the stadium. Bloomberg argues that it will bring
revenue to New York and be the cornerstone in our bid
for the 2012 Olympics. Those reasons do not justify its
being built where it is. A stadium in Queens or even
Staten Island would satisfy both of Bloomberg’s needs.
And why do we need to host an Olympics anyway?
New Yorkers have never felt the need, but Daniel
Doctoroff gets the idea in his head and now there’s a
flurry of pro-Olympics support being stuffed down our
throats. No city has ever profited off the Olympics. The
Athens games cost over $11 billion, more than 10 times
the projected cost, and stadiums were still half-empty.
How can anyone think that New York stands to make
any money, considering the amount of money that will
be poured in to prepare for the games? Although some
transportation infrastructure projects will benefit everyone, a stadium will only benefit its owners and those
rich enough to enjoy it.
With problems like crumbling schools, a crippled
MTA, and underpaid police officers, it is amazing that
Bloomberg can find money in his pockets for a stadium.
There are not enough funds to go around, and yet we
have all this preparation for an event that will last for a
few weeks in eight years. Bloomberg’s counter that we
can fix everything and finance his new stadium is an
insult to every taxpaying New Yorker out there.

Quote of the Week:
“If New Yorkers would know what is going on in Albany, People wouldn’t put up
with it.”
-The Honorable Peter F. Vallone on the New York State budget situation.
Vallone will teach a course in the School of Public Affairs during the Spring 2005
semester.

Aaron Siegel
Editor-in-Chief
azseditor@gmail.com
Leo Shvartsman
Executive Editor
Jetfan5now@aol.com
Jennifer Blecher
News Editor & Copy Chief
thetickernews@hotmail.com
Harbani Rana
Features Editor
harbanirana@yahoo.com
Ayesha Ajaz
Op-Ed Editor
Tickeroped@hotmail.com
Zaneta Reid
Arts Editor
tickerarts@hotmail.com
Phillip Gong
Sports Editor
icemanpg1701@migente.com
Charlie Wang
Graphics Editor
Cwang16@nyc.rr.com
Robert Benimoff
Head Photographer*
trendface@aol.com
Winnifred Lee
Advertising Manager
ticker_ads@baruch.cuny.edu

Shanti Amalanathan
Business & Public Relations Manager
tickerpr@aol.com
Chi Ho Lee
Webmaster
theticker@gouv.cc
*Denotes acting
TEAM TICKER
Production
Ayesha Ajaz, Jennifer Blecher, Robert
Benimoff, Phillip Gong, Winnifred Lee,
Harbani Rana, Zaneta Reid, Leo
Shvartsman, Aaron Siegel, Charlie Wang
Staff
Julian Arenzon, Jessica Baptiste, Sandro
Lemberg, Dan Marchione, Erika Meyers,
Cara Tabachnick

Contributors
Joao Faustino, Eric Green, Stevem Holland,
Ana Kovziridze, Nicole Lee, Celeste Lim,
Adrienne Rayski, Johanny Valentin,
Johann Valverde
Photography
Aaron Siegel, Cara Tabachnick
The Ticker is published weekly by The Ticker
editorial staff at:
One Bernard Baruch Way
Suite 3-290
New York, NY 10010

All work except printing is done by Baruch students. All typed and signed contributions and letters, accompanied by a disk, are welcome, and
should be mailed to the above address (or E-mail
address). Our office is open during regular school
hours. Any display or advertising questions
should be directed to the Advertising Manager at
the above address or
ticker_ads@baruch.cuny.edu.
Please direct all inquiries to:
ticker@baruch.cuny.edu or you can reach us at
(646) 312-4710 or (646) 312-4714
The Ticker welcomes comments and suggestions as well
as information about errors. Email can be sent to
ticker@baruch.cuny.edu

Volume 86, Issue 11
Established in 1932

11

THE TICKER OP-ED NOVEMBER 22, 2004

Strive to be better
DAN MARCHIONE

In the days of single income homes, children were brought up differently. Some might
say better. There was no democracy in the
home, the parents made the rules and the children followed them, no questions asked. With
the times shifting to multi-income homes,
parents have neglected their responsibilities to
their children in order to focus solely on their
careers.
Many parents have yet to receive the memo
that says raising children is a full-time job
with longer hours than they could ever have
imagined. Having children is not a hobby that
you can only pay attention to on weekends and
vacation days. Parents today take away CDs
with a parental advisory sticker and believe
that is good parenting. Yet, it might be more
effective to actually involve themselves in
their kid’s life and discuss appropriate and inappropriate music. The responsibility of molding children’s views and beliefs should not be
passed off to others, and should deﬁnitely not
be seen as a waste of these parents’ precious
time.
Ask any schoolteacher how it feels to have
to raise 30 children each year. Surely the responses you receive will be more than slightly
surprising. These teachers must teach manners and common courtesy along with reading
and writing. And if a child acts out, parents
cannot believe it. “Not my child,” they would
say. But how do they know? The nanny gets
the children to school in the morning and the
babysitter puts the children to bed at night.
These parents do not even know their own
children. Then they cannot understand why
their kid has stabbed someone with a broken

pencil during recess. Maybe it is because the
kid has not been paid attention to once by his
or her own parents.
Pawning off responsibility is not an effective form of parenting. “It takes a village to
raise a child.” That quote could not be more
true, but it all starts with the actual parents
and then the village is supposed to support
the parents in raising the child. Using the television as a supplement to interaction with a
child is deﬁnitely not going to aide the kid’s
development, socially or otherwise. It does not
matter how good of a parent Bill Cosby was
on “The Cosby Show,” he cannot raise your
children too. That duty falls square on the actual mother and father. The only way to effectively raise a child is to be there. And it is not
enough to be there just physically but mentally
as well. Bringing a novel to read at your kid’s
soccer game will not instill much conﬁdence
in that child that you care anything about what
he or she does.
The idea for this article developed out of
the views of many here at Baruch College. The
majority of the student body is going to go out
into the “dog eat dog” world of business in an
attempt to achieve some amount of success.
Striving to be CFOs and CEOs are good goals
for young people in school. However, if you
wish to start a family, realize where your priorities must lie. It is not necessary to abandon
your dream but at the same time a new priority
has developed in your life that should take precedence over all other activities in your life.
Do not leave Baruch and simply become good
business people. Rather leave Baruch and become good people and success will follow.

Feedback from the web
@www.theticker.org

Responses to BCTC underpaid staff
In the November 8, 2004 issue of The Ticker, students responded to the article “BCTC workers
say pay is months behind.”
I’ve used the BCTC lab for a while & the staff there are very helpful. I don’t think they deserve
this kind of treatment from Arthur Downing. He should be ashamed of himself for mistreating
and underpaying the staff.

NAME WITHELD
Where all the technologies fees that the students paid? I feel cheated by the Baruch Business
school that doesn’t give a good example to students and their own workers/staff. This shows that
Baruch has failed and is becoming just like a typical corporation.

NAME WITHELD
The lab people are always nice and polite unlike most other admin staff. They deserve better
considering we do pay the fees.

NAME WITHELD

Evaluating Professors
If Baruchians are evaluated on higher
standards, why not tenured professors?
JOHANN VALVERDE

Demand? Supply? Which one is it Baruchians? Only students and faculty evaluations
revised by administrators and school deans.
Deans are the ultimate voice to weave together
a better academic surface at Baruch. Enforcing
good academic performances and damaging
ones. But, where do we draw the line between
a dynamo’s encouragement and a boring lecturer? How do we measure efﬁciency considering
elements of pitiable teaching juxtaposed with a
tenured professor? In the end, Baruchians must
confront these symptoms of a larger problem.
Faculty demands academic tenure and in the
world of trade and mutual beneﬁts, administrators supply it. Yet students face this, powerless
yet showing disdain.
Tenure protects a professor from external
gobbles of political or religious damages, giving the professor a career for life. In the McCarthyism era, those who were thought to be too
liberal were titled communist enforcers. Thus,
government would have a negative inﬂuence in
academic classrooms, diminishing free speech
and individual thinking ––unless professors
were shielded under tenure. Tenure, however, is
criticized because like a cave it shelters, protecting an indolent and slothful professor.
De facto, meet tenured Professor Robin U.
Blind and PhD. Professor B. A. Ware in VC’s
10th Floor; they hold one large class of 400 students or so at 5-150 every semester and have
done no research or any publishing in nine and
19 years respectively. Mr. Blind comes to work
two days a week; he bores the class with a poor
lecture and holds only two exams. Then Professor B. A. Ware reads Power Point slides as a
class lecture, turning off any real interest, holds
three exams in multiple choice, tosses away
the lowest grade, and the T.A. grades them. In
other words, there is no research, no contribution, no vocation, no hard work –– no care. Who
holds these academic standards? Tenure, in this
pragmatic example has failed Baruchians and
engorged has abused of good faith ad nauseam,
ad inﬁnitum.
Symptoms of Market Failure: Professor
Blind is the result of adamant bureaucracy,
a vortex that costs students’ tuition and taxpayers’ dollars. The effects are disastrous.
Comments in RateMyProfessor.com are overwhelming, “He is very boring! All he does is
read off slides.” It goes deeper when students
feel defenseless to change or have any effect
on the quality of teaching. Now, if this was a
market and students could vote with their feet

(that is to have the power of choice), the truly
poor professors would appear with few students
in their class. Nevertheless, it’s not a market. It
is a public college driven by a teachers union.
With few sanctions enforced mediocre teaching
regulations lay futile. In other colleges, inferior
teaching is intolerable since the administrators
will not abide a deﬁcit in their product. And if
so, what is Baruch’s raison d�être to be different being a business school. Administrators on
the 13th Floor certainly are raising standards
for Baruchians, in the same vein; ditto, the inferior faculty’s standards.
Has it become too difﬁcult for students to
become Baruchians? The marginal cost of having Professor Blind or Ware precedes beneﬁts
choking any real efﬁciency –suggesting frailty.
President Waldron, since this problem is as
ubiquitous as it is insidious, I propose the following: First, transparency must be mandatory
for the faculty’s quality so competition is practice and exposure is a reward or a penalty. That
is, the tradeoff (size vs. difﬁculty) requires that
the best teachers be used in the large lectures.
The administration needs to evaluate the faculty responsible of large lectures in order to
assert more quality control. Secondly, research
must be coined as a standard and not a ceiling.
Moreover, if research is not an option, contribution alternatives must meet a ﬂoor plan so
their presence has signiﬁcance. Thirdly, teaching quality of tenured professors has to be more
public, especially if they work only two days a
week. Fourthly, impose and demand a systematic study by the administration as to enhance
productivity and teaching quality among the
faculty. Take a sit in one of their classes.
Let us raise the standards of our faculty together. Administrators rise, be proud of our Baruch and perish under integrity and not below
comfortable negotiations that injure us — your
students. In my dear school that prides itself
in teaching management theory it is a paradox
that the faculty’s management is pernicious and
apparently broken. In microeconomics, this is
rated as a system failure. Quid pro quo administrators, Baruchians will give their very best
in exchange of your very best. We Baruchians
notice, we Baruchians know, it is pivotal to address it –– to care. And if you don’t, Baruchians will let the world know because Professor
Robin U. Blind and B. A. Ware are not a unique
situation which has crossed a line multitudinous times making it disappear. Baruchians, it
is not demand or supply; It’s politics.

Do you have an opinion?

You have one last chance to let it be known
to the Baruch Community.
E-mail tickeroped@hotmail.com

The opinions expressed on the Op-Ed pages are those of the individual writers, and do not necessarily represent the opinions of The Ticker editorial staff. The Ticker accepts typewritten or e-mailed opinion pieces from Baruch College students. Please note that all pieces must be signed. Unsigned pieces will not be published. However, when appropriate, names will be withheld upon request. Publication of Op-Ed articles is contingent upon an editorial board
vote. Writers should provide day and evening telephone numbers, as well as an e-mail address if possible. All submissions are subject to editing for space and clarity. Address all opinion pieces and letters to the Op-Ed editor.
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The world doesn’t hate us, and
there’s hope for Iraq
HANK SHELLER

The whole world hates us.
Well, except for Israel.
And the UK.
And the other four countries with troops
in Iraq: Albania, Australia, Poland, and Romania.
Come to think of it, other countries that
lent some form of support for the U.S. war
in Iraq probably don’t hate us either. They
include Italy, Japan, South Korea, Denmark,
Netherlands, and about 35 others. Oh, and
India’s new prime minister, who after the
election reportedly extended a congratulatory invitation to GWB to visit India, probably doesn’t hate us either.
But surely France hates us? Au contraire.
The Nov. 8 Wall Street Journal ran a conciliatory “Letter to America” from French
foreign minister Michel Barnier, in which he
afﬁrmed France’s commitment to strengthening ties with the United States and stated that
“the important thing now is to turn Iraq into
a real success story. France has no other aim.
It will not send troops there but it is ready
to help train Iraqi security forces and resolve
the debt problem, and more broadly, to help
prepare Iraq for elections in January.”
France’s uncharacteristically accommodating posture might have something
to do with recent terrorist threats to “make
blood run to [France’s] borders” in reaction
to its crackdown on Muslin headdresses in
schools.
While statements by the French should
always be taken with plenty of salt, Barnier’s
are being corroborated by recurring monetary contributions and pledges from the EU
to Iraq, which have reached nearly half a billion dollars, and new EU and NATO commitments to train thousands of Iraqi security
forces.
Earlier this month, NATO Secretary
General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer met with
President Bush in Washington and said that
trans-Atlantic frictions had eased. He has
also asserted his view that the EU needs to
move closer to the U.S. position on the war
on terror, and to lend more support in Iraq.
If you think all these countries and individuals support the United States because
they were coerced and bribed, then it should
come as no surprise that the countries which

were originally the most vocal in their opposition to the war (e.g. Russia and France)
were also home to recipients of the lion’s
share of oil-for-food bribes.
Of course, the whole world doesn’t hate
us — just certain individuals and groups of
individuals in certain countries. Some, such
as the families of innocent civilians killed in
Iraq, have legitimate reasons to hate America. Others, including countless visa rejects,
are more spiteful than truly hateful. Then
there are countries like North Korea and
Iran, which hated us long before GWB called
them the “Axis of Evil.” Their hatred is a given, just like Britain and Israel’s loyalty.
The majority of individuals in the world
still look to America as its most favored immigration, education, and investment destination, not to mention supplier of popular
culture — war or no war in Iraq.
In Bush’s ﬁrst three years in ofﬁce (20012003) nearly 3 million immigrants entered
the United States, a million people more than
in Clinton’s last three years in ofﬁce (19982000). These people are not America-haters.
They are ﬂocking here in ever increasing
numbers to enjoy unparalleled freedom, opportunity, and security.
U.S. exports of goods and services were
higher in 2003 than in every year of the
Clinton administration except 2000. This
means that foreigners are in no way boycotting American products and services. In fact,
America’s total trade imbalance reached half
a trillion dollars in 2003, and guess who
made up the shortfall? Foreign purchasers
of U.S. treasuries. If America were so hated
then the world would not lend it trillions of
dollars to ﬁnance its deﬁcit and subsidize its
war on terror. Nor would the EU and NATO
be providing direct support for the war in
Iraq if they didn’t think there was hope for
stability and peace there.
New Yorkers normally don’t give a damn
what anyone thinks about them, so it’s curious how frequently you hear them moaning
the absurdly exaggerated lament that “the
whole world hates us.” Maybe they feel they
owe the world an apology on behalf of the
rest of the country, which elected Bush. Or
maybe it’s just plain New York melodramatic
narcissism. C’est la vie...

The Hurricane Man respondeth
First, I would like to apologize to the Baruch College Community and to everyone in New York City,
as I didn’t realize the world revolves around Olga Pester.
As a full-time graduate student, and employee of this wonderful college, with no less than 16 papers
and 45 reading assignments due this semester, without question there are much more constructive
things which I could be doing right now. Usually in the face of ignorance, I just continue about my
business because this is the world we live in. What are you gonna do? Unfortunately, when ignorance
of this magnitude arrives, it cannot be overlooked; it must be addressed and contained before it
becomes contagious.
I have never met anyone so self-centered and ignorant as Olga Pester (actually I didn’t meet her
because she did not address the issue directly with the party at hand, she responded by submitting
the questionable Op-ED pieces in the Ticker). First I need to address the readers who are not familiar
with the situation before administering a dose of literary carnage. In a previous issue of the Ticker,
Olga Pester wrote an Op-Ed piece suggesting that the Hurricane Man, (that would be me) should
cease making noise by shaking a collection bottle because it apparently (among other things)
inconveniences her irrelevant little world (insert tears and violin here).
I would imagine the Girl Scouts who were selling cookies in the VC and making their presence
known last Thursday (11/11) in loud volume must have caused horrendous ﬂashbacks and serious
psychological trauma for her. For the record, some people did call and complain about the level of
noise the girl scouts were making. Olga Pester was that you?
Secondly, for those who are not aware, (and shame on you) this past September, the Caribbean and
Florida was devastated by a series of hurricanes that caused more than 2,000 casualties and millions
of dollars worth of property damage. In an effort to dispel the myths that Baruch College students
are insensible androids, a few concerned students (some of whom were personally affected) called
upon the Ofﬁce of Student Life to see if there was something that the college can do in an effort to
aid the victims. The response was the implementation of a clothing and food drive coupled with a
push for ﬁnancial donations.
On Oct. 5, the very ﬁrst day of the Hurricane Disaster Relief Drive, the donation bottle sat inaudibly
on a table for a few hours and netted a few coins, $18 to be exact. Good, but I think that the
Baruch College community could do better if a more proactive approach was taken to get into the
consciousness of the students. Myself, along with some volunteers (whom I must give credit too,
I don’t remember names but you know who you are. Smile!), decided to bring the message to the
people. Alas, Hurricane Man was born.
Operation “shake the bottle, be heard, be seen, get donations” approach earned more than $110
dollars in just over two hours of hard work! Afterwards I was extremely tired and had to go to class
like everyone else, but unlike Olga Pester, I didn’t gripe about it, I just did it and moved on. If this is
what it takes to get people to respond, so be it. After four more days over the course of three weeks
(Tuesday and Thursdays only mostly during club hours) and not everyday like Olga Pester professed
in her Op-Ed tirade (why we lie, I don’t know), the Hurricane Disaster Relief Drive received more
than $600 dollars of contributions. And what did I get out of it besides blisters and sore muscles? The
opportunity to say that Baruch College, one of only two colleges in NYC (I will not reveal the other
one - let them do their own PR), responded to a charitable cause. The Ofﬁce of Immigration Affairs
of the City of New York (hear that Olga) and the Consulate of Grenada have commended Baruch
College (minus Olga Pester of course) for our efforts.
As for Olga, my advice is this, I would recommend paying a visit to counseling ofﬁce (yes, there
is one in Baruch) and seek therapy for your commuter issues. You should not be walking around
inconvenienced by rigors of life like everyone else (Insert sound effects here).
Please! Get a grip Ms. Thang and get over yourself!! New York is a tough town. So deal with it. If
you can’t take the heat, then get out of the kitchen or at least, get out of the one in Baruch. Signed, the
breeze that makes your bones rattle, aka Hurricane Man.

THE HURRICANE MAN

Baruch for Glassman responds to criticisms

Dear George,

I write in response to a comment in this past week’s issue of The Ticker that asked, “why did
Professor Glassman not fulﬁll the requirement?” This comment followed the previous Ticker article
which stated that Prof. Glassman’s was rejected tenure over a “publish or perish” requirement, which
might have implied that Prof. Glassman did not publish.
THE YOUTH VOTE
I wish to clarify that Professor Glassman did, in fact, publish four scholarly articles (two published
I long for a relationship but I feel that in us sharing a committed relationship. I am and two accepted for publication) in journals at well-respected law schools and, thus, fulﬁlled his
the coming months, you won’t return my full of hope for the future and enthusiasm for publication requirement in terms of quantitative “writing”. Interestingly, two of Professor Glassman’s
the present. I have this feeling that this could peers who were just awarded tenure by the Law Department published the same number of articles as
calls.
You say that we shared something special be more than just a one-night stand.
Professor Glassman since being at Baruch; and, yet, Professor Glassman, the school’s star teacher, is
Here and now, I am professing my devo- arbitrarily being denied tenure, despite his proven scholarship track record. For more details, readers
but I’m wondering was it all just to get me
into the booth.
tion to you. After all of the campaign glitter may wish to visit: www.BaruchForGlassman.org/defense.htm. In response to the analogy made in
You tell me that I will not regret this, that has been swept away, I’m still here. I’m good the aforementioned comment of “going through school without fulﬁlling class requirements”, allow
you’ll lower my tuition, that you’ll keep my for more than just a single vote — I am in me to provide an analogy that seeks to closely mimic the happenings of this case:
friends safe in Iraq, that I’ll have a job after this for the long haul. I’ve got tons of ideas “You ﬁnish Baruch, then law school, and get a well-paid job at a law ﬁrm. You show great promise,
graduation, and that you’ll always be there and concerns that are worth your attention. and a successful law career lies before you. But your heart is in management, so at the age of 26,
for me.
You will always be able to count on me for you make a surprising switch and join IBM, North America, as a project manager. For eight years
During the campaign you wined and support and advice, I vow never to leave you you give your heart and soul to the company and earn stardom as one of its best managers. After
dined me. It was all sweet talk and ‘I care hanging.
six years, you are managing 200 people. Your performance reviews, year in year out, are virtually
about your feelings’ and ‘I want to hear what
But with my devotion comes a responsi- the highest and in the company, and you also develop a reputation for respecting and caring for
you have to say.”
bility on your part. I want you to be there for each and every one of your workers. After seven years with the company, IBM honors you with
But, now that Nov. 2 has come and gone, me. I’m going to hold you accountable for all The Manager of the Year Award. Finally, you turn 34, and are eligible for a major career promotion
with IBM (which a number of your peers have been awarded). The promotion includes a contract
I’m starting to feel like a cheap date.
of those promises you made.
I know that next month you’ll be bragging
In the end, I just want to be appreciated. that will secure the rest of your career. If you do not receive it, you will be forced to leave, because
to your buddies on the Hill about how you A relationship means listening to what I have of company regulations. As a manager, you were also required to attend management seminars
tapped my vote. And I won’t have anything to say, considering my needs when you make and write scholarly articles on management. This requirement is part of an effort to help IBM gain
to show for it.
a decision, inviting me to your panels, and recognition in the business world. You published within the deadline given, but a review board
I’m never invited to your policy meetings mentioning me in your stump speeches. For critiques the quality of your papers regarding certain aspects.
or introduced to your friends. I even get the this to work, you are going to have to make Question 1: Should IBM use this as a reason to dismiss you or not?
To continue the hypothetical one step further, a board composed of your senior manager and other
feeling sometimes that you are embarrassed me a real part of your life.
to be seen with me.
All meaningful relationships require executives decides not to award you that promotion and consequently you must leave IBM. When
What are you so ashamed of? I ser- strong commitment. I promise to be come the news spreads, the entire company erupts with frustration. “How come we are letting go of our
vice your community, I defend your honor through on my end if you will do the same. best manager?” they shriek. The media is called in. News spreads rapidly, and the public questions
abroad, I work multiple jobs, I shoulder your We’ve got so much potential, I can’t let it all the decision of IBM’s senior management. IBM receives many letters from employees and business
contacts requesting that it keep you.
economic burdens and I still have time to just slip away.
I guess what I am really trying to ask you Question 2: Should IBM stick with its decision, ignore the circumstances, and dismiss you, or should
come home at night and listen to how your
it reconsider?
is...do you want to go steady?
day at work went.
Likewise, I ask your readers, should the Zicklin Business School dismiss one of its best and most
Plus, I’m a slave for you. I’m always willbeloved teachers (as judged by the students), while accepting dozens of others, or should it give him
A. Houle, C. Bindler,and D. Bartels
ing to knock on doors, to telephone strangtenure? What do your readers think?
all contributed to this piece.
ers, to brag about you and tell all my friends
ERIC GREEN
They all work for Youth04.
what a great guy you are.
I often fantasize about the possibility of
The opinions expressed on the Op-Ed pages are those of the individual writers, and do not necessarily represent the opinions of The Ticker editorial staff. The Ticker accepts typewritten or e-mailed opinion pieces from Baruch College students. Please note that all pieces must be signed. Unsigned pieces will not be published. However, when appropriate, names will be withheld upon request. Publication of Op-Ed articles is contingent upon an editorial board
vote. Writers should provide day and evening telephone numbers, as well as an e-mail address if possible. All submissions are subject to editing for space and clarity. Address all opinion pieces and letters to the Op-Ed editor.
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ELIAS SCHOENBERGER
‘42 AWARD
For first responders (police, fire, ambulance, emergency service, etc.) who are

Baruch students and involved in community/extra-curriucular involvement. In
memory of those who served and helped
others during 9/11. Contact Dr. Carl
Kirschner (646)312-4578 for further
information.

Announcement

The Newman Library will be open from (7 a.m.- midnight) Saturday, November 27
and Sunday, November 28 during the Thanksgiving Weekend.
The library will be closed Thursday and Friday, November 25th and 26th
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Yash Chopra maintains his trademark story yet delivers another legend
BY AYESHA AJAZ
Op-Ed Editor

By now, anyone who has seen three Yash
Chopra movies can predict what “VeeraZaara” would be about: boy and girl fall in love
but their love story does not ﬁnd its destination
as the girl has to marry the boy of her parents’
choice. Boy meets parents, wows them with his
great personality and gets his girl.
For “Veer-Zaara,” take Chopra’s “Dilwale
Dulhanya Le Jayengai,” add a sensational
cross-border twist and you have a new legend;
one that will survive the test of the toughest
critics because it is backed by the strongest
musical score of this year. “Veer-Zaara’s” score
sold more than a million copies in India alone,
one month before the movie was due to be released last week. Yash Chopra personally chose
unused melodies from the late Madan Mohan’s
diary and Sanjeev Kohli rearranged the music
to suit the theme of “Veer-Zaara.”
The entire musical album is composed with
pure form and content, and is devoid of digitalized musical effects. The songs bring back
nostalgic memories of heart-rending melodies
and are further enriched by the mesmerizing
voice of Lata Mangeshkar, and Udit Narayan’s
controlled vocals. My personal favorite song is
“Tere Liye,” sung beautifully by Roop Kumar
Rathore and Mangeshker. The album alone is
worth anyone’s collection, be it a desi or anyone who likes Buddha Bar.
The movie is the story of Squadron leader Veer Pratap Singh (Shahrukh Khan) who
meets Zaara Hayat Khan (Preity Zinta) during a rescue operation in India. Zaara is visiting India from Pakistan and wanting to spend
a little more time with the girl, Veer invites
her to spend one more day in India and meet
his parents in his village. In a matter of three
days, Veer realizes that he loves Zaara and is
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Preity Zinta and Shahrukh Khan star in this emotionally charged drama.
about to disclose this to her, when Chopra inThe two lovers submit to the cultural and
troduces the surprise element in Zaara’s life, nationalist forces keeping them apart. But Raza
her ﬁancé Raza Shirazi (Manoj Bajpai), who Shirazi, as a jealous ﬁancé, gets Veer framed in
comes to retrieve her from her cross-border a cross-border spying case and fake evidence
makes Veer seem like an Indian spy on Pakijourney.
Back in Pakistan and about to get married, stani soil. He is thrown into jail where Samiya
Zaara gets obsessed with the memories of Veer Siddiqui (Rani Mukherjee), a budding lawyer,
and is constantly in a troubled state of mind. discovers him, his story of unrequited love and
Veer decides to come see her when he hears of his mistaken identity.
her condition through her handmaid. Veer has
Henceforth and after the intermission, the
a very familiar sounding dialogue with Zaara’s story focuses on Mukherjee’s efforts of bringmother and agrees to leave Zaara and even con- ing Khan to justice and reviving his own idenvince her to marry Raza Shirazi.
tity. Also, it is her story as a female lawyer in

“After Sunset” brightens box oﬃce
BY JOÃO FAUSTINO
Contributing Writer

Nov. 12 was a typical November night,
cold and stinging with freezing rain. In theaters though, audiences were viewing scenes
of beautiful sunsets, bodies and warm waters
in Brett Ratner’s ﬁlm “After the Sunset,” starring Pierce Brosnan, Salma Hayek, and Woody
Harrelson.
Brosnan plays master thief Max Burdett,
who has just pulled off a major heist, and retires to Paradise Island in the Bahamas with
his accomplice Lola (Hayek). This is where the
real story line begins. The ﬁlm, slated as an
action comedy, is focused more about the relationships formed and portrayed in the movie.
Max and Lola run into Stan (Harrelson),
the FBI agent that Max has been foiling for
seven years. Stan, desperate to ﬁnally capture
Max, has come, when a cruise ship housing the
third diamond in a prized collection is docked.
Max already has the ﬁrst two diamonds; Stan
hopes to catch Max on his ﬁnal strike. All of
this, however, takes a back seat to the cat-andmouse relationships between Stan and Max,
Max and Lola, and Stan and Sophie. Sophie,
a local cop with an accent Baruch students
will recognize, is played by Naomi Harris (28

Days Later). Added to the mix is Don Cheadle
(Ocean’s Eleven), as a gangster pushing Max
to steal the diamond.
Brosnan and Harrelson’s characters bring
the audience the most chuckles. To prove to
Stan that he isn’t after the prized diamond,
Max ﬁnds himself spending some quality time
with the FBI agent. With the assistance of alcohol, a shark, and sunscreen, the characters
offer plenty of laughs. Hayek is happy to be
on a never-ending honeymoon, until the cruise
ship arrives and the thought of coming out of
retirement resurfaces. She tells Max that it’s
either the diamond or her. I might add that the
sunsets and waters aren’t the only great scenery in this ﬁlm; I have never seen Hayek look
this beautiful. Don’t worry ladies; Brosnan and
Harrelson have a topless scene together.
The way the heists defer to the characters
is what makes this movie interesting. I thought
I was going to see a sequel to “The Thomas
Crown Affair,” but instead I saw something
quite different and a lot better for it. The characters have great chemistry, in more ways than
one, and the audience will ﬁnd themselves
laughing without feeling like they were forced
to. The movie has an ending that isn’t totally
unexpected but is done quite well, leaving a
theater ﬁlled with laughs.
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Pierce Brosnan and Woody Harrelson star in “After the Sunset.”

a heavily male dominated profession and her
quest for truth rather than pursuing shallow
success.
The movie is ﬁlmed heavily in the mustardstrewn Indian countryside. “Aisa des hai mera”
is a patriotic song that counts the numerous
beauties of India as Khan shows Zinta around.
The song concludes with the touching message delivered in Lata Mangeshker’s melodious voice that even though Zinta is new to the
country, she feels at home because her country
is just the same as India. It is a very youth-oriented message that the two nationalities are essentially born of the same soil and there are not
that many differences between the two countries once you cross the borders.
The ease with which Veer and Zaara overlooked not only their national differences but
also religious differences however, might
strike some people as odd. Some people may
not even notice this thing because the movie
successfully engrosses the viewer in the perfectly spun story. You might only think about
it long after the movie and when you are still
wiping your tears over a cappuccino with
friends. My mother watched the movie with
me did not even begin thinking about this until
three days later.
It is essentially a chick ﬂick and having seen
it with my mom and after spilling gallons of
tears, I would give it a rating of three bearcats
out of ﬁve. It is a balanced mixture of entertainment, scandal and drama with an element
of suspense here and there. Some songs were
ill-placed, and it contained unnecessarily elongated scenes that might have been equally effective if not stretched over a song and lengthy
ﬂashbacks. Watch it at Loews State at 42nd
Street, Bollywood Cinema at Jackson Heights
or the new ImagineAsian Theater at 59th and
Third Avenue closer to school. ImagineAsian
also boasts a study break discount offer for students on Tuesdays.

Patton Oswalt headlines
his own original stand-up
NEW YORK, November 15, 2004 — Patton
Oswalt brings his biting view of life and people to the stage in the premiere of his Comedy
Central original one-hour stand-up special.
“Patton Oswalt: No Reason to Complain” was
taped in front of a live audience at New York
City’s John Jay College of Criminal Justice
this past summer and premieres Sunday, Dec.
5 at 10 p.m.
“Patton Oswalt: No Reason to Complain,”
repeats Sunday, Dec. 5 at 12 a.m., Friday, Dec.
10 at 10:30 p.m. and Friday, Dec. 31 at 12:30
p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
In this special, Oswalt expresses his
thoughts on many things in his life including
his friends and his girlfriend in particular,
who he thinks sucks the funny out of him. He
explains why babies are a “bag of poop” and
eating dinner at Black Angus is ﬁt for a king.
Oswalt holds nothing back when he deliverers his punch-lines and bares his softer side
when talking about his loved ones, since he,
himself, is now in love. It’s an hour of overexuberant comedy and it is very funny.
“Patton Oswalt: No Reason to Complain,”
is the seventh installment of Comedy Central’s
one-hour stand-up showcases. The special follows “Kevin James: Sweat the Small Stuff,”
“Jim Breuer: Hardcore,” “Tracy Morgan: One
Mic,” “Wanda Sykes: Tongue Untied,” “The
Book Of David: The Cult Figure’s Manifesto
Starring David Alan Grier” and “Jay Mohr:
My Turn.”
Oswalt is best known as Spence on the hit
CBS show “The King of Queens,” currently in
its sixth season. In 1999 Variety chose him as
one of 10 “Comedians to Watch” and in 2002
he was Entertainment Weekly’s “It” Comedian. He is a regular on “Late Night with Conan

O’Brien.”
Comedy Central offers a variety of original stand-up comedy programs and specials.
The network features stand-up shows such as
“Premium Blend” and “Comedy Central Presents,” as well as one-hour specials created exclusively for Comedy Central.
Credits for “Patton Oswalt: No Reason to
Complain” include Paul Miller and Kimber
Rickabaugh from RickMill Productions who
serve as executive producers. Emmy-Award
winner Paul Miller also serves as director.

Patton Oswalt
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National Lampoon gives you a dose of the other side of reality
BY SANDRÓ LEMBERG
Staff Writer
Just about every time you turn on the TV
these days, you are bombarded with shows
that do not feature real actors, but real people. What was a very thin television genre
only 10 years ago, with only reality pioneers
like MTV’s “Real World” and “Road Rules”
being shown on a regular basis, this category
has become very popular and more and more
spread out in recent years.
It seems just about category of these so
called “reality’ shows, ranging from competitive shows (Survivor, American Idol, The
Apprentice) to the funny and ridiculous (The
Simple Life, Newlyweds, The Osbournes)
and even the parodies (All of the My Big
Fat shows on FOX) has been exhausted and
played out.
Now wouldn’t it be refreshing and maybe
interesting to see something new or different
in reality? Something that features ideas that
are too controversial for both the networks
and cable to air? Well that something might
just be National Lampoon’s latest release,
“Lost Reality.”
Brought to you by the same people
who created “National Lampoon’s Animal
House” and “Van Wilder,” “Lost Reality” is
a DVD that features 12 mini-episodes of TV
pilots, that were supposedly so outrageous
and offensive, that no TV networks would
air them.
True to their word, most of the episodes, if
not all, are bound to offend and even disgust
viewers. The DVD does provide a warning
in the beginning that mentions the sexually
explicit content and disturbing images.
Well, to be more speciﬁc, there are quite a
few scenes featuring nudity, and I would not
recommend eating right before watching this
DVD, as there are scenes of people vomiting,
defecating, and even kissing midgets.
While the majority of the episodes focus
on more disgusting and lowbrow humor, including the ﬁrst episode “He Said, She Said”
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there are a few that stand out by being extremely funny and original.
One example of that is “Amazing Racist,”
which is my favorite episode on the DVD and
is broken up into two parts. In part one, the
amazing racist, who is a Jew, dresses up in
full Ku Klux Klan regalia and goes around
a predominantly black neighborhood in Los
Angeles. He also carries a huge wooden cross
with him and even has the courage to come
up to people at a gas station and ask them for
gasoline, because he plans on burning something in his yard. He outdoes himself in the
second part, by posing as a religious Jew and
going to a Mosque to sell calendars as well as
razors to the women there. You can all imagine how people in both episodes react to the
amazing racist in those types of situations.
Another notable and funny episode is titled “Caught Stealing.” This is a contest between two men who are each given missions
where they have to steal something. These
missions include stealing an Italian designer
suit, items from a sex shop and even a car
from a carwash. Other episodes do feature
occasional funny moments, but are not as
memorable or even appealing to most.
Overall, I would recommend this DVD
to only select people who are not easily offended by raunchy humor, and have a strong
stomach. It is a good DVD with some great
moments mixed in with mostly we-are-trying-too-hard-to-entertain you gimmicks.
Also, like all of the regular television shows
and possibly most of the reality shows, it is
probably not as “real” as it claims to be.
That fact does not really detract from its
value, but it may leave some disappointed.
This DVD will not make you change your
opinions on reality shows, and those who
actually do enjoy watching them should not
worry, as they are here to stay. At least until
the next TV craze come along.

Cover of DVD “National Lampoon’s Presents Lost Reality” special.
(which features a Bachelor-type show where ally a “girl”) and “Money” (where people do
the girl of the contestants’ dreams is not re- random acts for money, including vomiting),

Expressions

A mio Padre (To my Father)
Of us remains
the ﬂight of a gull,
the rustling of leaves at night,
the irresistible madness
of a few years together,
the desire to return,
the sweetness of the smile
that unveils our secret.
Everything else is gone,
it slowly disappeared . . .
and I, here, in this
corner of world,
to contemplate all this.

And happiness will come along, one day, with
the knowledge that whatever there was missing
in my existence, has been found.
Because You and I belong to each other,
You belong to me and I to You,
You and I are perfect for each other,
You created me and I trusted You,
You trusted me and I will come back to You.
I will, I know I will,
nothing can keep us apart,
nothing will keep us apart,
because I belong to You,
and You, Lord, will ﬁnd Your way to me.
By: Alessandra Degregorio

Will there ever be an end
to what we started together?
I believe not. And it is
really this that remains of us:
whatever there was . . . remains.
And, contemplated, this memory stays,
until light meets darkness,
until life meets its sunset.
By: Alessandra Degregorio

If you love me
Let me stay in the darkness of your shadow
Let me remain in the inside of your heart
Leave me here, in the heat of your light
Cherish me as if I was your ﬁrst and last
Enjoy our simple moments together
Captivate me with your smile, frequently
Free me from my fears
Nurture me with your words

My dear You
My dear You,
where did our love begin?
Where will it end?
If You could only see my soul . .
. . . there is nothing in it
that does not belong to You,
nothing that ﬂuctuates in vain, every single
part of me is in love with You.
If I could only know You by now,
I would be happy.
But there will be time to meet with You, to get
to know You better and have You know me better.

Invade me with your questions
Terrify me with your eyes
Console me with your arms
Give me your shoulders for my tears
Radiate for me
For as long as I will be with you
Give me assurance of my power on your senses
For as long as I will live
There will be no better way to tell me that you
love me
By: Alessandra Degregorio

BEARCAT PROWLINGS
NOVEMBER 8, 2004

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

CUNY Athletic Conference celebrates 40th anniversary at Baruch

Schedule
Men’s Basketball
Tue., 11/23 at 8:30 P.M.
Baruch Vs. Yeshiva
@Baruch
Sat. , 11/27 at 2 P.M.
Vs. Mount Saint Vincent
@Baruch
Tue., 11/30 at 7:30 P.M.
Vs. Farmingdale(SUNY)
@Baruch
Fri., 12/3 at 8:15 p.m.
Vs. Hunter
@Hunter

Women’s Basketball
Tue., 11/2 3 at 6:30 P.M.
Baruch Vs. St. Elizabeth (NJ)
@Baruch
Wed., 12/1 at 7:30 P.M.
Vs. Yeshiva
@Baruch
Fri. , 12/3 at 6 P.M.
Vs. Hunter
@Hunter

Men’s and Women’s
Swimming
Fri., 12/3 at 4 P.M.
Baruch Vs. York
@York
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Some of CUNY’s finest basketball players to watch this season ( left-right): Baruch’s Sime Marnika, Medgar Evers’s Rannie Miles, John Jay’s Mark Sanders, CSI’s Jacclyn
Rock, City Tech’s Shacun Malave, City Tech’s Camille Manning, and Baruch’s Jessenia Marrero.

BY JULIAN ARENZON
Staff Writer

This year, the CUNY Athletic
Conference/ Con Edison Basketball
Media Day Preview was held at
Baruch. This meeting marked the
40th anniversary of the assembly.
Though the conference started after a
20-minute delay, it quickly proved to
be worth the wait. The representative
of Con Edison stated how proud they
were of supporting CUNY for 29
years, and he went on to say that they
hope to keep improving CUNY sports
in the years to come.
Not long into the conference, the
lights dimmed and the two screens in
the front of the room lit. As the film
started rolling, the audience was
shown a very well made video of the
women’s CUNYAC All-Stars basketball trip to Ecuador. The women players who were present couldn’t help

but laugh at themselves as the video
showed them dancing, and signing
autographs for the Ecuadorian kids at
the school they played at. Once the
video was over, the lights came back
on, and the time everyone was waiting for finally arrived, the presentation of the “coach conference polls.”
First on the agenda were the
results for the Men’s Community
College polls. In this category:
Queensborough CC came in third,
followed by Kingsborough CC in second, and Hostos CC in first. The
Women’s Community College ranking was slightly different: In third was
Kingsborough CC, in second
Borough of Manhattan CC, and in
first, again, was Hostos CC.
In the women’s senior college
poll the North Division ranking was
promising for Baruch, who came in
second between Lehman College
(3rd) and Hunter, which came in first

place last year with an 18-11 overall
record. Baruch took second last season with an overall of 14-13. In the
South Division, the College of Staten
Island came in first, followed by York
College, which was followed closely
by Medgar Evers College.
As for the men’s senior college
poll, Baruch fared very well in the
North. With a 15-11 overall record
last season, Baruch took second
place, beaten only by John Jay, who
had an incredible year finishing with
an overall of 21-7. Lehman finished
behind Baruch. In the South Division,
City Tech came in first, followed by
Staten Island, and York (respectively).
The conference took the opportunity to name the CUNYAC PreSeason All-Conference Team. This
year the men’s team was formed by
Miguel Jorge of Lehman, Shacun
Malave of City Tech, Mark Sanders
of John Jay, Michael Stewart of

Staten Island, and from Baruch, Sime
Marnika, who had a season high with
26 points against New Paltz State.
The women’s Pre-Season AllConference Team is composed of
Shatasia Little of Lehman, Camille
Manning of City Tech, Rannie Miles
of Medgar Evers, Jacclyn Rock of
Staten Island, and representing
Baruch, Jessenia Marrero, who scored
20 or more points in 10 games,
including 28 points against Lehman.
The 40th Annual CUNYAC /
Con Edison Championships were also
mentioned during the conference. The
date for the Community College
Championships was set for Friday,
Feb. 18, while the Senior College
Championships were set for Feb. 25,
one week later.
The conference showed a sign of
the improvement that the CUNYAC
projects for this upcoming season.

2004-2005 Baruch men’s and women’s basketball previews
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

The women's basketball team
brings high expectations into the 2004'05 season led by a new coach, four
returning starters, a group of talented
new faces, and a strong schedule that
includes the CUNYAC Conference,
NYU, Illinois Wesleyan, Fitchburg
State (Mass.), and Kean (N.J.).
Machli Joseph, a former point
guard at St. Mary's (Calif.) and previous two-year assistant men's coach
under Ray Rankis, takes over a team
that finished 14-13 and reached the
semifinals of the 2003 CUNYAC
Tournament.
The returning starters are led by
junior guard/forward Jessenia Marrero
(17.4 ppg; First Team All CUNYAC)
and junior point guard Diane Ramirez
(10.0 ppg/5.6 apg/4.6 spg; Second
Team All CUNYAC), who both played
on the CUNY All-Star team this past
summer in Ecuador.
Center Christine Klusko (4.7
ppg/5.3 rpg) is the lone senior and provided much presence and rebounding
the past three years for a thin frontcourt.
Sophomore forward Ally Stamatiades
returns with plenty of hype after an
exceptional rookie year (11.3 ppg/8.9
rpg; All CUNY Rookie Team).
The Bearcats also return reserve
point guard D.J. Liu, forward DainaMarie Henry, and shooter Christine
Hermoso. Forward Melissa Freeman is

back after sitting out last season.
In the past, Baruch's lack of depth
hurt the team during the course of a
long season. However, this year, the
team has plenty of experience and talent to make bench stronger to rely
upon, as opposed to a liability.
The Bearcats have added increased
production with guard Cherisse
Paradise (Rich Central H.S.; Illinois),
guard Shantal Cooper (Academy of
American Studies; New York), and two
transfers guard/forward Racquel Reid
(Maryland-Eastern Shore) and 5-10
forward/center Miriam Wamala
(SUNY-Fulton Montgomery).
"These new players bring versatility
and intangibles to the team," said
Joseph. "They give us plenty of depth
at various positions, which will enable
us to field a strong team in every single
game this season."
Baruch won 14 total games last season, despite having only one experienced senior on the roster. The returning talent, combined with the new
faces, could put this team in the best
position ever to compete for a conference championship and postseason
berth.
"They have the potential- if we can
get them to play up to their ability and
confidence- to compete with anybody
in this league and region," said Joseph
"How many more wins will that mean?

The 2004-’05 team is on a mission.
After seeing the school's streak of six consecutive post-season appearances come to
an end last season, the Bearcats have
reloaded and are looking to return to
“March Madness” once again.
With a solid core of returning players
mixed together with a talented group of
newcomers, head coach Ray Rankis and
company are looking to improve on last
season's 15-11 record and appear poised to
make a run at their second CUNYAC title.
Also on the horizon is the possibility of
giving Rankis his 300th career victory (he
currently has 281).
Leading the returnees are seniors John
Burzo and Sime Marnika, both of whom
have been named co-captains.
Burzo, a 6'2" guard, was the team's
leading scorer last season, averaging 14.9
points, and much of the same will be needed this year. A deadly three-point shooter
with range extending well beyond
Lexington Avenue, Burzo provides toughness and leadership, which will be vital to
the team's success.
Marnika, a 6'7" forward, was an AllConference selection last year, posting
averages of 11.4 points and 10.1 rebounds.
His combination of power and finesse
make him a difficult match-up for opposing big men.
Senior Chris Alesi will handle the job
at point guard. He transferred from
Division II Queens College last season

MEN’S BASKETBALL

and with a year under his belt he is
described as an outstanding floor general
with a knack for taking and making big
shots.
Junior forward Cheick Fadika is easily the team’s most athletic player and will
provide both interior scoring and shot
blocking. Fadika runs the floor as well as
any big man in the conference and can
electrify the crowd at any given moment.
Chris O'Connor, Chris Chin, and Joe
Laurore also returning and are expected to
contribute when called upon this season.
Plenty of new faces can be found this
season. Louie Karis, a transfer from
Division I Binghamton University is,
according to Rankis, “the best three-point
shooter I have ever coached.” Robi
Davidson, a 6'3" transfer from Santa
Monica J.C. in California, is another longrange threat and should help extend
defenses well beyond the three-point line.
Davidson is a remarkably intelligent player and will provide valuable minutes at
both the guard and forward positions.

John Jay College transfer Anwar
Baptiste should help to provide muscle
and depth at the forward position. A
rugged rebounder and gifted post passer,
Baptiste will be a valuable addition to the
line-up.
Phil Schatz, a 6'9'' freshman and the
tallest player to ever play at Baruch, has
also been impressive, and adds depth to an
already imposing front line.
All in all, this promises to be an exciting season for Baruch Basketball. Agrueling schedule will test the Bearcats early
and often. In addition to the always difficult conference slate, Baruch will play
national power The College of New
Jersey, The United States Merchant
Marine Academy, as well as potential
match-ups with New Jersey City
University and Western Connecticut State.
“If we are able to effectively blend our
newcomers with our returnees and defend
the way we are capable”, says Rankis,
“We will be a tough team to beat.”

CALLING ALL BEARCAT FANS!
•Women’s and Men’s Basketball
•Women’s and Men’s Swimming
Beat Reporters Needed For:

If Interested, Please Contact the Sports Editor at:

icemanpg1701@migente.com

